Tales from the Trail: Making Herstory

The “pink wave” is not just an idea, it’s a reality. What is it like to run for local or
state office as a woman in 2018-2019? What are the expected and unexpected challenges, pitfalls,
rewards, and lessons learned, in doing so? What is the future of women political leaders in the US
today? Five women of diverse backgrounds who ran for office or managed campaigns in MA during
2018-2019 will participate in a panel to address these questions and others. They will share their
personal stories of the campaign trail, why they ran for office (and what happened), and their
aspirations and projections for the future. They will respond to questions developed by faculty in
political science and Women’s and Gender Studies, in collaboration with students (e.g., about how
their gender and other intersectional identities impacted their experiences on the campaign trail) and
will also engage in an interactive discussion and Q&A with the audience. Several of the panelists are
graduates of EMERGE Massachusetts and will describe the program—which trains and supports
Democratic women to run for office—and provide information about how to get involved.
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