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Curator’s Statement

Throughout the 2021/22 academic year (in three consecutive exhibitions), the
Schiltkamp Gallery / Traina Center for the Arts will showcase the work of the
many innovative visual arts faculty at Clark, while also introducing and welcoming
those faculty joining us from the Becker School of Design and Technology — now
part of Clark University.VVe celebrate the creative intertwining of teaching,
research, and artistic practice at Clark University!

Professor Elli Crocker, Gallery Director

Sky Deitch '22, Dimitri Koufis '22 Anna Svensen ’22, Julianne Dillon 24, Lilah
Feitner '23, Katie Rich "24, Gallery Interns
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Jon Krasner

Bio

| spent my childhood years in Rhode Island and southeastern Massachusetts and completed my undergraduate education at Muhlenberg College (Allentown, PA) as an art major within
a liberal arts program. | received a Master of Fine Arts degree in 1990 from Pratt Institute (Brooklyn, NY) with a concentration in painting and a minor in art history. In 1994, | earned a
second M.F.A. in graphic design from Boston University, where | focused on digital media and motion graphics.

My multi-disciplinary work as a practicing artist and designer allows me to synthesize the disciplines of painting, digital imaging, animation, and music composition. This convergence is a
hallmark of my teaching and artistic practice, and my paintings, assemblages, and films have been exhibited and screened nationally and internationally.

As a Professor, | bring a unique perspective to teaching by emphasizing experimentation, aesthetic sensitivity, and critical thinking. Since 1999, | have taught in the graphic design
concentration at Fitchburg State University (FSU) and developed coursework in Motion Graphics, Interface Design, and History of Graphic Design. Additionally, | teach Drawing,
Woater-Based Media, and Early Twentieth Century Art for the Humanities Department. Over the years, | have also taught at Clark University and delivered lectures at Ringling College
of Art + Design, University of Notre Dame, Trinity College (Ireland), European University (Cyprus), and the Arts in Society conference in Lisbon, Portugal. In 2008, my Harrod lecture
at FSU, “Critical Pedagogy: Cultivating Mindful, Creative, and Critical Thinking,” addressed how formative assessment strategies can liberate students from complacency and advocate
self-reflection. In 2021, my Harrod lecture, "Pure Perception: Raising Aesthetic Awareness," addressed how art without representation can develop a heightened understanding of visual
and musical language and lead to richer, more transformative aesthetic experiences in teaching and learning.

As an author, my textbooks provide an historical and critical overview of motion design, offering insight into how designers formulate ideas, solve problems, and search for artistic
expression. They feature the work of undergraduate and graduate students, independent animators, and design studios throughout the U.S., Canada, The Netherlands, Italy, Spain,
Croatia, and Iceland. My books have been adopted nationally and internationally by schools such as New York University, University of Massachusetts (Amherst), Pratt Institute,
American University, California Institute of the Arts, Ringling College of Art + Design, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Nan Yang Technical University (Singapore), University of
Hawaii at Minoa, University of Alaska, and Yeditepe University (Istanbul, Turkey).

| recently moved Providence, Rl after raising three children in Franklin, MA. | am currently preparing for two solo exhibitions entitled “Symbiosis” at Muhlenberg College (Allentown,
PA) and the PopUp Gallery and Brick Box Theater (Worcester, MA) in 2022. Both exhibitions will feature recent digital prints and animations, the latter being accompanied by a live,
musical performance. The exhibitions will also showcase work from current students and alumni from FSU.









Suzanne Reévy

Statement

A Murmur in the Trees

The forest flutters between life, death and rebirth; it bears witness, as it has for centuries, to the earth’s delights and traumas. Trees feed each other through vast networks of roots that
resemble the airways of human lungs. Their canopy protects saplings who yearn for sunlight as the soil underfoot breeds microscopic nutrients. Sources of water rise and fall like the pulse in
circulatory systems, yet the eternal rhythms of the forest and the span of our lifetimes are eons apart. With this work, | seek to explore the distinctive cadences between our brief existence

and the vast geological scope of the natural world.

Since 2018, | have been experimenting with diptychs, triptychs and polyptychs in my work. | find that multiple-panel presentations create dialogs between space and form, and imply
passages of time. | scrutinize the fields and rivers once home to the indigenous peoples who lived and toiled on these lands, examine the former battlefields of the American Revolution, and
wander in the footsteps of the |9th century Transcendentalists in and around Concord, Massachusetts. | have discovered surprising patterns and details in the overlapping frames of my

pictures where leaves or rocks can echo with lore, myth and memory.

As a portrait photographer, focusing my camera on the landscape has been an unexpected and fruitful turn. The visual threads in my pictures reflect on physical, psychological and
spiritual meanings of familiar environments. | find myself looking for figurative gestures in the trees or streams and in the man-made imprints upon the land. | wish to impart a tenor of

solitude, to convey a reverence for the enduring ecosystems that surround us and to draw parallels between the cycles of nature and human history.
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