
Genetic 
Counseling 
Description 

Genetic counselors provide information and support to individuals and families who have 
concerns about birth defects or genetic conditions. The genetic counselor acts as a liaison 
between families and medical professionals. The genetic counselor communicates 
information about causes, implications and recurrence risks and provides appropriate 
psychosocial support to help families make decision and to make the best possible 
adjustments to difficult circumstances. 
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American Society of Human Genetics (ASHG) 
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Genetic Counseling Prospective Student FAQ 
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Genetic Counselor Training 
Genetic Counselors 

http://www.acmg.net/
http://www.ashg.org/
https://www.owlguru.com/day-in-life-of-genetic-counselors/
https://www.cslbehring.com/vita/2018/genetic-counselor-top-job-0618
https://agcpd.org/AdmissionsInfo
https://blog.ashg.org/2018/11/08/genetic-counseling-researchers/
https://www.questia.com/library/psychology/counseling-and-therapy/genetic-counseling
https://www.topcounselingschools.org/careers/genetic-counseling/
http://www.asbmb.org/asbmbtoday/asbmbtoday_article_print.aspx?id=13714
https://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2016/06/blazing-paths-genetic-counseling
https://www.psychologyschoolguide.net/counseling-careers/becoming-a-genetic-counselor/
https://www.abgc.net/becoming-certified/certification-process/
https://people.rit.edu/%7Egtfsbi/Symp/genecounseling.htm
https://people.rit.edu/%7Egtfsbi/Symp/genecounseling.htm
https://www.cnbc.com/2017/08/02/genetic-counseling-field-to-rapidly-expand.html
https://www.abgc.net/about-genetic-counseling/genetic-counseling-for-healthcare/
https://medschool.vanderbilt.edu/mgc/
https://www.verywellmind.com/what-is-a-genetics-counselor-2795640
https://www.nsgc.org/page/whoaregcs
http://www.genetics.wayne.edu/education/ms-genetic-counseling-strong-application
https://www.nsgc.org/p/cm/ld/fid=172
http://www.genetics.wayne.edu/education/ms-genetic-counseling-profession
https://www.healthcarepathway.com/Health-Care-Careers/genetic-counselor.html
https://www.wikihow.com/Become-a-Genetic-Counselor
https://www.genome.gov/genomiccareers/career.cfm?id=19
https://www.bumc.bu.edu/gms/genetic-counseling/genetic-counseling-our-program-and-profession/about/
https://explorehealthcareers.org/career/allied-health-professions/genetic-counselor/
https://www.academicinvest.com/science-careers/biology-careers/how-to-become-a-genetic-counselor
http://allhealthcare.monster.com/training/articles/236-career-profile-genetic-counselor
https://work.chron.com/degree-need-become-genetic-counselor-14271.html
https://study.com/articles/Become_a_Genetic_Counselor_Education_and_Career_Roadmap.html
https://money.usnews.com/money/careers/articles/2007/12/19/genetic-counselor-executive-summary
https://www.nsta.org/publications/news/story.aspx?id=48761
https://www.pugetsound.edu/about/offices-services/ces/students/connecting-with-alumni/alumni-interviews/genetic-counselor/
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/29-9092.00
https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/careers/occupations/Occupation-profile.aspx?keyword=Genetic%20Counselors&onetcode=29909200&location=US
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/genetic-counselors.htm
https://www.pennlive.com/bodyandmind/index.ssf/2012/02/5_questions_about_working_as_a_19.html
https://thriving.childrenshospital.org/genetic-counselor-kira-dies/
https://www.bestcounselingdegrees.net/faq/what-qualifications-do-i-need-to-be-a-genetics-counselor/
https://www1.salary.com/Genetics-Counselor-Salaries.html
https://www.nsgc.org/page/find-a-gc-search
https://www.nsgc.org/page/genetic-counseling-training-page
https://www.monster.com/career-advice/article/genetic-counselor-careers


Journal of Genetic Counseling 
Simulated Genetic Counseling Session Videos 
Northwestern University Graduate Program in Genetic Counseling Summer Internship 
Wayne State University School of Medicine Center for Molecular Medicine and Genetics 
Summer Undergraduate Research Program (SURP) 

Degree Usually master's degree from accredited program. Certification in genetic counseling is available 
by the American Board of Genetic Counseling (ABGC). Requirements include documentation of 
the following: a graduate degree in genetic counseling, clinical experience in an ABGC-approved 
training site or sites, a log book of 50 supervised cases, and successful completion of both the 
general and specialty certification examination. 

Program Length 2-3 years 

Professional 
Schools' 
Organization 

Accreditation Council for Genetic Counseling (ACGC) 
American Board of Genetic Counseling (ABGC) 
Genetic Counseling Graduate School Programs 
Genetic Counseling Training Programs Accredited by the ACGC 
National Society of Genetic Counselors (NSGC) 

Application 
Service 

None 

Academic 
Admission 
Requirements 

Bachelor's degree in biology, chemistry, psychology, social work, nursing, or a related field, and 
work or volunteer experience in a counseling/helping environment. 

Admission Exam Usually GRE 

Personal 
Attributes & 
Experiences 

Genetic counselors are health professionals with specialized graduate Degrees and experience in 
the areas of medical genetics and counseling. Most enter the field from a variety of disciplines, 
including biology, genetics, nursing, psychology, public health and social work. They work as 
members of a health care team, providing information and support to families who have 
members with birth defects or genetic disorders and to families who may be at risk for a variety of 
inherited conditions. They identify families at risk, investigate the problem present in the family, 
interpret information about the disorder, analyze inheritance patterns and risks of recurrence and 
review available options with the family. Genetic counselors also provide supportive counseling to 
families, serve as patient advocates and refer individuals and families to community or state 
support services. They serve as educators and resource people for other health care professionals 
and for the general public. 

Recommendation 
Letters 

As specified by individual school. 

 

https://link.springer.com/journal/10897
https://www.nsgc.org/p/cm/ld/fid=248
https://www.cgm.northwestern.edu/education/graduate-genetic-medicine/summer-internship.html
http://www.genetics.wayne.edu/education/summer-undergraduate-research-program
http://www.genetics.wayne.edu/education/summer-undergraduate-research-program
https://www.abgc.net/
https://www.gceducation.org/
https://www.abgc.net/
https://www.gradschools.com/programs/biology/genetics-genomics
https://www.gceducation.org/program-directory/
https://www.nsgc.org/
https://www.ets.org/gre/
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