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The GSG holds many exciting events 
throughout the year -- be sure to check our 
website for updates on: 

¶ Spring 2019 Colloquium Talks 

¶ Practicing Geography Week 

¶ ...and more! 
 

Þ Þ %-!), ,)34 Þ Þ  
)f you would like to receive email updates 
about events and other happenings within 
the Graduate School of Geography, contact 
us at geography@clarku.edu. Emails and  
announcements are frequently sent out 
about upcoming events, career and 
internship opportunities, and other 
important information.  

Þ Þ 35"-)4 Þ Þ  
Traveling somewhere for research? Working 
on an interesting project around Worcester? 
Have a collection of recent photos of places 
you have visited? We are always looking for 
new content for future newsletter issues, so 
if you have info to share, feel free to email 
Rachel Levitt (RLevitt@clarku.edu) to see if it 
can be featured in an upcoming  issue. 

OPJX ¤PĄ¤XJWQZ ]XRPVO¦;  
My 11 year-old son said to me the other night, ɈMom, 
you have amazing colleagues!ɉ  Prompting this  
incredibly true observation was the voice of Karen Frey 
on our radio, a guest for an hour-long national (but 
based in Boston at WBUR) call-in show, ɈOn Point,ɉ  
discussing climate change, speciɲcally Arctic warming.  
My colleagues, all of them, are indeed amazing.  
Whether they are lead or co-authoring national and  
international reports and journal articles, being  
recognized by international associations, or editing  
ɳagship journals in Geography and related disciplines, 
Clark Geography faculty are impressive.  ϥn this dark 
time of year in the Northern hemisphere, it is easy to 
get lost in the day-to-day slog of a long fall semester, 
leaving for home from work in the dark (even when itɅs 
not actually that late by clock time) as the semester 
draws to a close.  To some degree at this time of year, 
there is a feeling of having our heads down and working 
away.  But that one day at a time, attending to our work, 
our students, and the business of the department and 
the university, means that collectively, we continue the 
excellent work of the GSG.     

Some of the highlights of the last six months are visible 
in the pages of this newsletter, but ϥɅd like to reɳect on 
some of the activities and conversations that have  
enlivened our fall semester, 2018.  Our Atwood speaker, 

Cathy Whitlock of Montana State University, engaged us 
in a thought-provoking discussion during the Atwood 
seminar about how to conceptualize Ɉnon-humanɉ  
landscapes:  Does the word Ɉpristineɉ accurately capture 
the idea of non-human landscapes, meaning landscapes 
that have not undergone human transformations? Are 
non-human landscapes really more Ɉnaturalɉ than  
actively human-transformed landscapes? What  
constitutes human-transformation? Do the impacts of 
global industrialization truly result in Ɉurbanization  
everywhereɉ?  These and other topics were part of a 
scintillating seminar discussion the day after the more 
publicly visible (and equally lively) Atwood lecture.  ϥ 
have always particularly enjoyed the Atwood seminars, 
which are informal two or three hour meetings between 
the Atwood lecturer and a mix of GSG faculty and  
graduate students.  The more formal Atwood lectures 
are always informative and insightful, but ϥ enjoy the 
seminars because of the wide-ranging conversations 
that result.  The Atwood seminars provide a setting and 
suʛcient time for us to engage with the Atwood  
Lecturer in ruminations; about the right words or jargon 
to use to adequately capture a complex idea; to  
consider the twists and turns of a guestɅs career and the 
guidance or lessons that they can oϜer to others; and to 
explore the methodological challenges of the work  
behind the ɲndings and results presented in the lecture 
the day before.  These conversations both uncover, and 
embody, the daily work of both scholarship and  
mentorship.  

ϥn celebration of the daily work of the department, 
please pause and enjoy the photos and read the stories 
of GSG student and faculty work and fun over the last 
several months.  ϥ wish you a restful, peaceful, and  
happy 2019!   

Ɂ Deborah Martin, Director 
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_QXR¦aĄWQPX ¨R^^RJU¦v XP¡
¦PJX_Q YWOJaP¦ 
ϥn June, Christopher Williams was one 
of only two U.S. scientists invited to par-
ticipate in a science workshop and sci-
ence-policy dialogue hosted by the ϥn-
ternational Boreal Forest Research As-
sociation.  The meeting, in Haparanda, 
Sweden, was held in conjunction with 
the 2018 Boreal Summit involving min-
isters from the USA, Canada, Sweden, 
Norway, Finland, Denmark, and Rus-
sia.  The workshop identiɲed key boreal 
science issues related to the use of bo-
real forests for climate change mitiga-
tion and adaptation, and to foster the 
development of circumboreal collabo-
rations that will address these 
knowledge gaps. 
 
Chris was also appointed the leader of 
a Science ϥmplementation Plan for the 
North American Carbon Program 
(NACP), a principal activity of the US 
Carbon Cycle Science Program 
(USCCSP), which itself is a Federal inter-
agency partnership that operates under 
the aegis of the U.S. Global Change Re-
search Program (USGCRP) with links to 
the US White House Oʛce of Science 
and Technology Policy. Additionally, 
Chris Williams has also launched a new 
scientiɲc collaboration with The Nature 
ConservancyɅs Science Director for 
North America focused on land man-
agement and land use solutions to miti-
gate climate change.  WilliamsɅ team is 
providing detailed estimates of the car-
bon emissions that could be avoided by 
slowing or halting deforestation in the 

United States, along with high resolu-
tion maps of where forests are being 
lost and what they are being replaced 
by.  This work is soon to be published in 
a leading science journal. 

 
NRV ̀YJV ¥R¦RaRV¤ ¦_QĄ^JX 
The GSG is happy to host Professor Bin 
Quan as a visiting scholar this year! Dr. 
Quan is professor of GϥS and Land 
Change Science at Hengyang Normal 
University, and has collaborated with 
Professor Pontius during the last three 
years.   
 
Jie Chen, Dr. QuanɅs wife, is also a visit-
ing student scholar at Clark University 
and working on her doctorate in  
Ancient Chinese History. They are 
joined by their daughter Lilly. Welcome 
all! 

SRU UYXWQZ P^P_aPO aĄ XĄZJ ̂
J_JOPUZ Ą] Ą¥PX¦PJ¦ 
¦_RPV_P¦  
Professor Jim Murphy was recently 
elected as a Corresponding Member of 
the Section of Technical Sciences at the 
Royal Academy of Overseas Sciences in 
Belgium. Congratulations, Jim!  
 

SRU UYXWQZ _ĄVOY_a¦ ¦YUUPX 
]RP^O XP¦PJX_Q RV VJRXĄNR  
Professor Jim Murphy spent part of his 
summer conducting ɲeld research as 
part of a Regional Studies Association 
MeRSA grant received through the 
Marsh ϥnstitute. While in Nairobi, Jim 
connected with collaborators from the 
Swiss Federal ϥnstitute of Aquatic  
Science and Technology (EAWAG) to 
meet with two of the  
ɈMuunganoɉ (community groups) that 
they worked with as part of their  
research into sanitation provisioning 
systems in the city, particularly within 
the informal settlements.  
 
Jim and his collaborators also held a 
one-day workshop at Kenyatta  
University to present the major ɲndings 
from the research and to receive feed-
back from stakeholders such as the 
municipal government, NGOS, and 
community groups. 
 
ϥn addition, Jim was awarded the 2017-
2018 Outstanding Graduate Mentoring/
Advising Award at Clark University. 
Thanks for all your hard work, Jim! 

 &!#5,49 .%73 
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GSG Faculty Retreat, August 2017 @ Worcester Art Museum 



 

WXĄ]P¦¦ĄX¦ JĄZJUJ JVO 
UYXWQZ JaaPVO maQ ¤̂ ĄNJ ̂
_ĄV]PXPV_P RV P_ĄVĄUR_  
¤PĄ¤XJWQZ 
Professors Yuko Aoyama and Jim Mur-
phy attended the 5th Global Confer-
ence in Economic Geography that took 
place in Cologne, Germany, July 24-28, 
2018 (pictured above). This important 
conference for economic geographers 
inaugurated in December 2000 in Sin-
gapore, and held across the world 
(Beijing, 2007; Seoul, 2011; Oxford, UK, 
2015).   
 
Clark has been active in supporting this 
conference since its inception through 
Economic Geography, a top-ranked in-
ternationally peer-reviewed journal 
owned and operated by Clark Universi-
ty, with editors serving on the advisory 
boards and providing travel support for 
students from the Global South.  A 

number of current and former Clark 
doctoral students also presented at this 
conference in Cologne (photographed 
below are Rory Horner Ʌ13, senior lec-
turer at the University of Manchester, 
Young-Long Kim Ʌ18, Yifan Cai and Mike 
Athay).  The next conference will take 
place in Dublin ϥreland in 2021.   

TJXPV ]XPZ JVO SRU UYXWQZ 
XP_PR¥P YVR¥PX¦RaZ XP_Ą¤VR¡
aRĄV ]ĄX aPJ_QRV¤¢JO¥R¦RV¤ 
The GSG is proud to share that Karen 
Frey and Jim Murphy were reconigized 
by the university for achievements in 

teaching and advising for the 2017-18 
academic year. Karen received the Ex-
cellence in Graduate Teaching award 
for 2017-18 and Jim received Excellence 
in Graduate Advising/Mentoring award 
for 2017-18. Congratulations to both! 

 
 
 
For more faculty news, visit us online at 
clarku.edu/departments/geography/
newsevents/newsfaculty.cfm 
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Photo: Jim and collaborators meeting with community group in Kahawa Soweto (an informal settlement) where they discussed the problems with the water supply there. 
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VJaQJVRP^ ¦aXĄ¦NPX¤ 
B.S. Political Science, Union College 
M.R.P. (Regional Planning), State  
University of New York at Albany 

M.L.A. (Landscape Architecture), Rhode 
ϥsland School of Design 

 
Research ϥnterests: spatial theory,  
urban geography, municipal  
governance, landscape design. 

 

JUZ OYVOĄV 
M.A. Urban AϜairs, University of  

San Francisco 
B.S. Philosophy, Northeastern 

University 
 

Research ϥnterests: urban geography; 
race and racism; work and labor; social 
movements; access, belonging, and  
citizenship; higher education 

_̂ JXP ¤J]]PZ 
M.A. Geography, University at Albany 
B.S. Environmental Science, University 

at Albany 
 

Research ϥnterests: remote sensing,  
unmanned aerial vehicles, arctic  
systems, cryosphere, climate,  

phenology  
 

SP¦¦R_J _XJR¤¤ 
B.A. Geography, Georgia College &  

State University 
B.S. Environmental Science, Georgia  

College & State University 
 

Research ϥnterests: natural hazards,  
environmental change, vulnerability and 

adaptation, socioeconomic  
development, global South (especially 

East Africa  

¦JXJQ ̂PXUJV-¦RVTĄ]] 
B.A., Earth & Environmental Science, 

Wesleyan University  
 

Research ϥnterests: the social,  
economic, and ecological legacy of  
industrial contamination in urban  

waterways  
 

U¨JV¤R _QP¤P 
M.A., ϥnternational Relations and  
Economics, Johns Hopkins University 
B.A., Geography, University of South 

Africa, Pretoria 
 

Research ϥnterests: urban geography; 
urban ecology; environmental  

sustainability; health and well-being; 
African cities  
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OĄ_aĄXJ^ ¦aYORP¦ Ja _̂ JXT YVR¥PX¦RaZ RV aQP ¤XJOYJaP ¦_QĄĄ ̂Ą] ¤PĄ¤XJWQZ 
The GSG is pleased to introduce our 2018 doctoral cohort:  

OĄ_aĄXJ^ ¦aYORP¦ Ja _̂ JXT YVR¥PX¦RaZ RV aQP ¤XJOYJaP ¦_QĄĄ ̂Ą] ¤PĄ¤XJWQZ 
Clark's Geography Ph.D. program encourages study at the cutting edge of geography. We creatively work across the lines be-

tween disciplines and within geography's sub-disciplines to tackle the challenges that humanity faces. While we are  
inherently deɲned by our collaborative, interdisciplinary approach, the School's research and graduate training is organized 

around four subɲelds: Earth System Science, GϥScience and Remote Sensing, Human-Environment Geography, and  
Urban-Economic Geography.  

 
The Graduate School of Geography at Clark University is internationally renowned for innovative scholarship and is an 
acknowledged leader in the ɲeld. Consistently ranked as one of the top-ten geography graduate programs by the National 
Research Council, Clark Geography enables graduate students to train with top professionals and participate in a world-class 
research community. Students are guaranteed tuition remission and Graduate Assistantships for a minimum of four years, 

fostering a tight-knit, supportive intellectual community. Having awarded more Ph.D.s than any other geography  
program in the U.S., Clark Geography has a reputation for training future leaders in the ɲeld. 

Photo: (L-R): Nathaniel Strosberg, Amy Dundon, Clare GaϜey, Jessica Craigg, Sarah Lerman-SinkoϜ, Mwangi Chege  

 



¦YXPVOXJ ¦QXP¦aQJ J¨JXOPO 
¦Y¦¦UJV ]P^^Ą¨¦QRW 
Second year PhD student Surendra 
Shrestha was awarded a Sussman Fel-
lowship supporting a summer in resi-
dence at the National Center for Atmos-
pheric Research (NCAR) in Boulder, 
CO.  Surendra worked within the group 
of Dr. Gordon Bonan to learn the Com-
munity Earth System Model (CESM) with 
the goal of developing innovations to 
the global climate model framework 
that will enable us to explore the cli-
mate and water resource impacts of 
forest disturbances, including harvest-
ing, wildɲres, and beetle outbreaks. 
 

ZY §QĄY ¦P^P_aPO aĄ JaaPVO 
VP  ̈JO¥JV_P¦ RV ĴVO  
_JXNĄV _Z_^RV¤ UĄOP^RV¤ 
_ĄYX¦P 
Fourth year PhD student Yu Zhou was 
selected to attend a week-long short 
course on New Advances in Land Car-
bon Cycle Modeling, hosted in May by 
Dr. Yiqi LuoɅs EcoLab of the Center for 
Ecosystem Science and Society at 
Northern Arizona University. 

SJVJP OJ¥R¦ XP_PR¥P¦  
YVR¥PX¦RaZ aJ J¨JXO 
Fourth year PhD student Janae Davis 
received a university Teaching Assistant 
award for the 2017-18 academic year.  
 
This award is based on nominations by 
faculty and scores given on TA evalua-
tions and is given to a graduate student 
who has been a TA for at least two se-
mesters at Clark and gone above and 
beyond in their role. Janae was a TA for 
President David AngelɅs course: Chal-
lenge Convention, Change Our World 
(ϥDND 087) in Fall 2017, as well as Earth 
System Science (GEOG 104) taught in 

Spring 2018 by Visiting Professor 
Jeanne Thibeault. Congratulations, 
Janae!  
 

_Y¤¦ ]RP^O _JUW i jp  
On August 23rd, CUGS (Clark University 
Geography Society) hosted their annual 
Field Camp weekend, a tradition that 
began in 1939 (79 years ago) and has 
repeatedly been a unique and exciting 
bonding experience for Geography PhD 
students. Each year, the incoming doc-
toral cohort is introduced to CUGS by 
spending a weekend in the woods at 
Lake Massapoag in northeastern Mas-
sachusetts, getting to know one anoth-
er while swimming, camping, and hang-
ing out by the bonɲre. Traditionally the 
rising second-years are in charge of co-
ordination and grocery shopping. This 
yearɅs second-year cohort organizers, 
Nick Geron, Mike Cecil, and Mike Athay, 
planned a weekend of excursions, in-
cluding a Mt. Monadnock hike, a trip to 
Plum ϥsland Beach/Parker River Wildlife 
Refuge, and a Newburyport Brewery 
excursion to top oϜ a full day. Thanks 
to Nick, Mike A., Mike C., and the rest of 
the second-year cohort for another suc-
cessful Field Camp! 

$/#4/2!, 345$%.4 .%73 
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CUGS family, faculty, and friends at this past summerɅs Field Camp weekend! 
















