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ELLEN CHURCHILL SEMPLE
1863-1932

Dean of American geographers, noted author, and one of the world's
foremost educators, Miss Semple achieved a life marked by untiring
devotion to duty. Louisville, Ky., was her birthplace in 1863, her
parents being from two of the old families of the Blue-grass. In 1882,
at nineteen, she became a bachelor of arts from Vassar college.
Graduate work in history combined with extensive travels in Europe
prepared her to take a master of arts degree at Vassar in 1891. Once
more in Europe, she gave herself to work in anthropogeography under
Ratzel, whose influence changed her interest from history to geography.
American History and Its Geographic Conditions, published in 1913,
was forerunner to a number of scholarly treatises including Influcnces
of Geographic Environment and The Geography of the Mediterrancan
Region. In 1914 she was awarded the gold medal of the American
Geographic Society and in 1932 the gold medal of the Chicago Geo-
graphical Society. Upon establishing the Clark School of Geography,
President Atwood called Miss Semple to be the first geographer of the
new xtaff. Although she ceased university teaching two vears ago, she
continued on the faculty roll. As lecturer, writer, and guide to students,
Miss Semple had few her equal. In the words of President Atwood,
“Of exquisite personal charm as well as thorough sclentific integrity,
she was able to exert a compelling influence over all her friends and
associates.”
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Miss Semple was a truly great
teacher. She set high standards, not
only for us, but also for her successors.
Although she was never trained spe-
cifically for the teaching profession,
so outstanding were her accomplish-
ments in the field of anthropogeog-
raphy that she was called in succession
to several European and American
universities to lecture on geography.

Catholicity of interest and ability to
select and apply facts and principles
from an inexhaustible fund of knowl-
edge lifted her lectures above the
plane of ordinary instruction. She
demonstrated to a marked degree how
“nature and books belong to the eves
that see them.” Her capacity for ob-
servation was enormous, Since her
keen curiosity every prompted her to
seek and inquire, she derived the
maximum benefit from her studies in
the field. She knew “how wide was
the far horizon of geography.” Be-
cause of these qualities she vitalized
her teaching by personal observations
and incidents selected from her rich
and varied experience. She told stories
with true dramatic effect and with
flashes of wit that enlivened her dis-
cussion and made it a real and dy-
namic exposition.

Fortunate indeed was the graduate
student whose research problem Miss
Semple directed. In this department
of her teaching she practiced restraint
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in merely directing and guiding, never
in assisting. She once expressed her-
self on this point as follows: “In my
opinion the professional critic of a
doctor’s thesis should drop into the
background as much as possible. For
a master’s thesis he should suggest and
criticise at every point, because he is
training a novice in method of re-
search and exposition. TIn either case
he should give suggestions to clarify,
but not to mpose on the student a line
of procedure. No scholar was ever
made by slavish submission to the
ideas of another.”

But Miss Semple's teaching compris-
ed more than mere instruction; her
inspiring example stimulated response,
She exacted the same high standards
that she set for herself., To think
clearly and to express oneself directly
and forcibly were to her cardinal re-
quirements,  (Generous of tire, as-
sistance, and crticism, she ‘rought
manyv a faint-hearted discipr- to a
realization eitlier of hix oppo:runity
or of his lack of fitness for an at-
tempted task. ‘The high privilege of
studving under such a teacher carried
the responsibility of living up to one's
best ideals. Miss Semple’s students
can never lose the vision thus gained
from association with her.

Rurtn EMIiLy Baucs,
University of California
at Los Angeles



ALUMNI NOTES

Preston E. James, Ph.D. 1923, Asso-
ciate Professor of Geography at the
Universitv of Michigan, is at work on
the compilation of material brought
back from eight months in Brazil, in
preparation of a series of papers on
the geographv of Middle Brazil. He
also has at hand considerable material
on the cities of Brazil, Argentina, and
Chile.

Marjorie M. Shank, A. M. 1923, is
Registrar and part-time teacher of
geography at Southern Illinois Normal
University, Carbondale, Illinois. She
spent 1930 traveling in England.

George F. Howe, A. M. 1924, has
been conducting various experiments
in geography in the elementary school
at New Britain, Connecticut, State
Normal School. Some of the results
are to appear in the Journal of Geo-
graphy, others in the Yearbook, geo-
graphy section. Beside “struggling”
with a new three-vear curriculum for
Connecticut normal schools, as chair-
man of the committee on social studies,
he is planning the Clark University
field trip to Canada, which he con-
ducts this summer for the third time,

Ina C. Robertson, A. M. 1924, at
State 'I'eachers College, Valley City,
North 1Dakota, has been appointed
Airways Observer for the Northwest
Airway. She has the Cooperative
Weather Station as well.

Burton M. Varney, Ph.D. 1925,
carries on research and administrative
duties as well as those of Associate
Professor of (eography at the Uni-
versity of California at Los Angeles.
At present he 1s planning a series of
marine meteorological observations
with the object a better understanding
of certain phases of the California lit-
toral climates.

Langdon C. White, Ph.D. 1925, is
now Professor of Geography at West-
ern  Reserve University, Cleveland,
Ohio.

Katheryne C. Thomas, A. M. 1925,
of Buffalo State Teachers College, has
been at Clark this year working on a
doctorate. We all agree that she has
been a very pleasing and efficient

President of the Clark (eographical
Society during that time. She con-
tributed  Teacher- and Pupil-made
Slides to the December, 1931, issue of
The (Grade Teacher, Organization of
a Unit in Mathematical Geography to
the September, 1931, issue of the Jour-
nal of Geography, and Neaw Orlcans—
Mistress of the Mississippi to  the
April, 1931, issue of the Home Geo-
graphic Monthly, also one on Summer
to appear in the June number of the
latter.

Olof G. Jonasson, Ph.D. 1926, hopes
to be made Professor of Geography at
the Unpiversity of Commerce at Stock-
holm, this summer. At present he is
engaged in a book on the coffee in-
dustry, Coffee and the Coffee Lands,
which he expects to complete before
next fall.

Eugene Van Cleef, Ph. D. 1926, Pro-
fessor of Geography at Ohio State
University, will be one of the visiting
professors in Clark Summer School,
1932, offering two courses: Climate
in Relation to Man and Gerography of
Europe. He has been especially active
recently in various educational meet-
ings in Ohio, including the geography
section of the Annual Conference at
Ohio State University, of which he
was chairman, and the Ohio State
Academy of Sciences for which he ar-
ranged the geography program.

Harlev P. Milstead, A. M. 1926,
who is Head of the Geography
Department, Montclair State Teachers
College, Upper Montclair, New Jer-
sev, plans to return to Clark for the
first semester next year to studyv for
his doctorate.

Marion B. Forsythe, A. M. 1927,
supervises geographyv at State Normal
School, Potsdam, New York. She re-
ports that McKnight and MecKnight
will soon publish a second workbook
completing the Ohio series which she
and  Dr. Ridgley collaborated in
writing.

In June, Edna M. Gueffroy, A. M.
1927, completes her third vear as As-
sistant Professor of Geography at the
Hlinois State Normal University. She
is working on a paper for the State

Academy of Science on the Geography
of Bloomington, lllinois, and tenta-
tively contemplates graduate study on
leave of absence next yvear.

J. Henry Weber, A. M. 1927, of the
News Observatory in New York, re-
cently held the initial meeting of the
New York group of the American
Meteorological Societv. He 1s also
writing the monthly reports on Hea-
ther Abroad for the Bulletin of the
society.

Rollin §. Atwood, Ph. D. 1928, is on
leave of absence from the University
of Florida where he is Assistant Pro-
fessor of Economic Geography, spend-
ing the second semester in (iuatemala
as Research Fellow for the Carnegie
Institution of Washington. He is
carrying on  detailed geographic
studies in the highlands there, in the
belief that geographic study will help
unravel the story of ancient Mayan
Civilization.

Carleton P. Barnes, Ph. 1. 1929, and
Mrs. Barnes, complete their second
vear in Washington, 1D. C., where Dr.
Barnes is Assistant Agricultural Eco-
nomist in the Departmnt of Agri-
culture. He contributed W hite Pine—
the King's Tree to the April, 1931, issue
of the Home Geographic Monthly.

Charles Gooze, Ph. ). 1929, announ-
ces his marriage, in December 1931, to
Miss Frieda Frankenstein of New
York City. Dr. Gooze is now at Clark
engaged in research for Dr. C. F.
Jones.

Clarence E. Koeppe, Ph.D. 1929,
who is Professor of (Geography at
State Teachers College, Springfield,
Missouri, is the author of The Cana-
dian Climate published by McKnight
and McKunight, 1931.

John L. Page, Ph. D). 1929, was pro-
moted at the beginning of the year to
rank of Assistant Professor of Geo-
graphy at the University of Illinois,
and selected as spokesman for the
geography group during Dr. Blan-
chard’s absence.

Edith M. Fitton, A. M. 1929, has
been Research Assistant to Dr. O. E.
Baker, U. 8. Bureau of Agricultural
Economies, Washington, D. C., the
past vear. She is now in the Map
Department of the Library of Con-

gress under Dr. Martin. FHer article
on Hoac Spring Comes was published
in the April, 1931, issue of the Home
Geographic Monthly.

Kingsland A. Coffyn, B. A, 1929, is
working hard on the Emergency Re-
lief Committe of New York City.

Wallace Walter Atwooed, ]Jr., for-
merly Wallace Richards Atwood, Ph,
. 1930, is now Assistant Professor of
Physiography and Regional Geogra-
phy at Clark. The National Parks
Service published (1932) his Research
in Education in the National Parks,
written in collaboration with Dr. H.
C. Brvant, and also The Glaciation of
Mount Mazama, Crater Lake National
Park. An article on Sand Dunes, too,
has gone to press for the April Home
Geographic Monthly. However, his
most important accomplishment this
vear is his engagement to Miss Celia
C. Kingman of Providence. The
wedding will take place on June 10,
after which they will leave for Colo-
rado to join Dr. and Mrs. Atwood,
Sr., for the first of five seasons of
physiographic field work in the Rocky
Mountains. Miss Kingman, who gra-
duated from Vassar in 1930, receives
her A. M. from Clark this June.

J. Herbert Burgy, ’h. D. 1930, who
is Associate in Geology (Geography)
at the University of Illinois at Ug-
bana, has published his work on the
cotton textile industry. (The New
England Textile Industry, Williams
and Wilkins, Baltimore, 1932)

Floyd F. Cunningham, Ph.D. 1930,
completes his third vear as Professor
and Head of the Department of Geo-
graphy at State ‘Teachers College,
Florence, Alabama. He has published
a Laboratory Manual in the Geoyra-
phy of North America for college use,
and more recently, in collaboration
with Dr. C. F. Jones, a Laboratory
Manual in the Geography of South
America. Otherwise he has been busy
preparing Analysis and Synthesis in
Grographic Instruction which ap-
peared in the January number of Edu-
cation, and a paper entitled 4 Neaw
Era in Geography for the Birmingham
Teachers Association.

At the College of the City of Detroit,
Bert Hudgins, Ph.D. 1930, has his



hands full reorganizing his depart-
ment to meet the reductions in hudget,
and to find a suitable successor to Dr.
Van Valkenburg.

Katherine B. Clarke, A. M. 1930,
has been working at the Carnegie In-
stitute of Washington, Department of
Research in Terrestrial Magnetism, on
meteorological data from the seventh
cruise of the Carnegic, which is near-
ing completion.

Franklvn C. Erickson, A. M. 1930,
who is lnstructor in Geography at
Dartmouth College, MHanover, New
Hampshire, will study at the Univer-
sity of Zurich next vear, on the Ameri-
can-Scandinavian Foundation Fellow-
ship.

Harry K. Hutter, A. M. 1930, is
now Ilead of the (Geography Depart-
ment at the Northern Normal and
Industrial School, Aberdeen, North
Dakota. e has completed his study
on the Status of Geography in the
Liberal Arts Colleges of the United
States, to he published in the geogra-
phy section of the Yearbook. And
last but by no means least, he announ-
ces hix marriage, on September 9,
1931, to Helen B. Hinn of Fennimore,
Wisconsin.

Rose Zeller, A. M. 1930, finishes her
second vear as Instructor of Geogra-
phy at Eastern 1linois State Teachers
College, Charleston, Illinois. She plans
to spend June and July in California,
returning thereafter to Charleston to
teach the second summer term.

Mrs. Anna E. Simmons, B. Ed. 1930,
has spent this vear at Clark working
for an A. M. She will return to Fitch-
burg Normal where she has been
teaching for the last six vears.

Edna F. Campbell, Ph. D. 1931, has
been doing editorial work for a pub-
lishing concern in Chicago. She will
leave shortly for her summer home at

‘Gold Hill, Colorado.

George B. Cressey, Ph.D. 1931,
writes that he is finding plenty to do
in his position as Chairman of the
Department of Geology and Geogra-
phy at Syracuse University. However,
he found time to write the Seccrets of
a Sand Grain for the February Home
Geographic Monthly.

Sigismund R. Diettrich, Ph. D. 1931,
is teaching courses in Ecomomic
Geography and South America at the
University  of Florida, College of
Commerce and Journalism. The April
Home Geographic Monthly will pub-
lish his article on The Magyars.

Edwin J. Foscue, Ph.D. 1931, and
Mrs. Foscue, will conduct a field party
through the Caribbean this summer.
He has been made editor of a science
journal to be issued from Southern
Methodist University, Dallas, Texas,
where he is Associate Professor of
Geography.  Besides the articles that
have been running in Economic Geo-
graphy, he has contributed one on
the history of the Rio Grande Valley
to Agricultural History and another
on the climate of the Lower Rio
Grande to the Monthly Weather Re-
view. Both Dr. and Mrs. Foscue have
contributed to the Home Geographic
Monthly recently.

Adelbert K. Botts, A. M. 1931, has
been Instructor in  Geography at
Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, the
past vear,

George S. Corfield, A. M. 1931, who
has been at Salem State Normal,
Massachusetrs, the past vear, will he
a member of the Clark Summer School
faculty before going to Minnesota to
occupy the position of George H.
Primmer at State T'eachers College in
Duluth, next year. Mr. Primmer
plans to be at Clark completing work
for a doctorate.

Guilbert R, Graham, A. M. 1931,
and Mrs. Graham, are at Zanesville,
Ohio, where he teaches general science
in the high school.

Eunice Gronvold, A. M. 1931, is
teaching geography in the junior high
school at Svcamore, 1llinois.

Elizabeth S. Merriman, A. M. 1931,
has been at Clark since February as
research assistant to Dr. C. F. Brooks.
She will be assistant ((Geography) in
the department of Geology at the Uni-
versity of Rochester, 1932-3. The
March Home Geographic Monthly
contains her article on The Cottontail
Cousins.

Grace Muse, A. M. 1931, has been
teaching geography at Goshen, New
York.

Victor E. Pitkin, A. M. 1931, is
Assistant Principal as well as teacher
of geography at Saxton's River,
Vermont.

Rebecca M. Taliaferro, A. M. 1931,
has been at New Haven since October,
as Research Assistant to Dr. Ellsworth
Huntington of Yale University.

Keith B. Allan, who has been teach-
ing geography at the State Teachers
College, Shippensburg, Pennsvlvania,
plans to do field work in the Colorado
Rocky Mountains under Dr. Atwood
this summer, in preparation for a
doctor's thesis.

It is with deep regret that we an-
nounce the death of Jefferson Carney
Bvnum on February 3, 1932, at Chapel
Hill, North Carolina. Mr. Bynum re-
turned in the autumn to the University
of North Carolina, where he was
member of the Geology Department,
after spending the previous year at
Clark working on a doctorate, and
the summer on the Caribbean Field
Trip conducted by Dr. C. F. Jones.
Last November he contracted bron-
chial pneumonia which prolonged itself
into a fatal illness.

George R. Means plans to return
to Clark for the summer session to
complete work for a Master's degree,
despite additional work he has taken
over for McKnight and McKnight of
Bloomington, Illinois.

M. Catherine Roberts, B. Ed. 1931,
will return to Clark this summer to
complete her thesis and work for a
Master’s degree. The thesis is on the
tand utilization of Lowville, New
York. She has been Instructor of
(reography at Buffalo State 'T'eachers
College, New York, this past vear.

At the end of May, Earl B. Shaw
will return from Porto Rico where
he has been teaching geography at the
University of Porto Rico. He spent
three months in the Virgin Islands last
autumn deing field work for his doe-
tor's thesis which he will write at
Clark during the summer. He con-
tributed an article on The Geography
of a Small Trade Center in the Corn
Belt to the October, 1931, Bulletin of
the Philadelphia Geographical Society.

E. S. M.

THESES
Several of the present student group
will spend the summer working on
thesis projects. Lawrence F. Fountain
and A. Russell Oliver have chosen to
work in Land Utilization, the latter in
the Judith Basin, Montana, and the
former in Hamilton County, N. Y. Mr.
Oliver will work under the auspices
of the American Geographical So-
ciety and the National Research Coun-
cil, having received grants to aid in
his work from both organizations.
Kathervne C. Thomas will spend the
summer in Buffalo where she will
work on her dissertation, *'I'he Evolu-

tion of Buffalo Harbor.”

Latin America is proving an at-
tractive field for research work. Gor-
don Darkenwald will drive a motor-
evele 1o Caville in Aquascalientes,
Mexico, to spend six weeks in studv-
ing the economic and agricultural ad-
justments of the people to their geo-
graphic environment. Myrtle Cash,
Ann Scharf, and Meta Pils are work-
inng on problems in the distribution
of population, Miss Cash on Porto
Rico, Miss Scharf and Miss Pils on
Central America. Phil E. Church ex-
pects to spend three months in Costa
Rica working on agricultural geog-
raphy with special reference to alti-
tude.

Three Master's theses have been
completed this spring. Celia C. King-
man wrote on the Glacial History of
Mt. Monadnock, dealing with the na-
ture of ice movements over and around
Monadnock. The Urban Geography
of San Juan, Porto Rico has been
written by . FEtzel Pearcy as the
result of six weeks of work in Porto
Rico. Minnie Lemaire wrote on the
Land Utilization of West Boylston,
Mass.

On the evening of March 26, the
members of the Clark Geographical
society and several friends listened to
a most entertaining talk by Dr. Clar-
ence F. Jones on some of his more
spectacular experiences during a recent
journeyv through Colombia and Vene-
zuela.



GEOGRAPHY DURING SUMMER

Dr. Ellsworth Huntington of Yale
University will conduct courses in
Social Geography and Human Geog-
raphy in the Clark University Sum-
mer School beginning june 27. Dr.
Huntington, who 1is summering at
Princeton, will be at the university
four davs a week. The question of
biological inheritance versus geogra-
phical environment and other matters
of a similarly thought-provoking na-
ture will receive the focus of attention.

The work in climatology will be un-
der the direction of Dr. Eugene Van
Cleef, professor of geography of Ohie
State University. He will also give a
course in Geography of Europe and
Research in Geography of Europe and
Foreign Trade.

Geography in Education for Special
Teachers and The Teaching of Geog-
raphy are courses to be conducted by
Dr. Douglas C. Ridgley of Clark Uni-
versitv.  Dr. Clarence F. Jones of
Clark University offers South America
and Economic Geography together with
Research in Regional Geography or
Economic (eography. Field work in
geography will be under the direction
of George S. Corfield, A.M., instruc-
tor in geography, Salem, Mass., State
Normal school, who will also conduct
Visual Aids in Teaching and A Sur-
vey of the New Course of Study in
Geography for New York State. Guy
H. Burnham, A.M., of Clark Univer-
sity gives work in Mathematical Geog-
raphv and Graphics and Cartography.
A number of Saturday and afternoon
excursions conducted by members of
the summer school staff have been
planned.

The New York Club of Clark Uni-
versity will hold its first meeting of
the summer session at 2 p. m., Mon-
day, june 27.

Two field trips in geography and
history are scheduled for August. A
Washington and Middle West Field
Trip conducted by Professor George
F. Howe, head of the geography de-

partment, New Britain, Conn. State
Normal school, will leave Worcester
on August 6 to return August 26.

Miss Isabelle K. Hart, instructor in
geography, Oswego, N. Y., State Nor-
mal school will be in charge of the
Appalachian Highlands Field Trip,
August 13 to August 26.

Dr. Langdon White, who conducted
the 1930 and 1931 Clark University
‘T'ranscontinental Field Irips, will
conduct a seven weeks' field trip to
Hawaii in the summer of 1933, visit-
ing Yellowstone National Park and
other points of interest for field study
before departure for and upon return
from the tour of Hawaii.

Priscilla H. Webster, associate editor
of the Home Geographic Monthly, has
recently tried her hand at writing
rather than just rewriting articles. As
a result a delightful article on Swit-
zerland appeared in the February
issue  of the Home Grographic
Monthly.

The lmportance of Pipe Line Trans-
portation is discussed for the first time
in geographic literature in Economic
Geographic for April by John K. Rose,
A. B. and A. M, Indiana university.

J. Sullivan Gibson discussed the
Tobacco Growing Areas of Kentucky,
Phil E. Church, the Surface Tempera-
tures of the Western North Atlantic,
and John K. Rose the Climate and
Corn Yield in the Chirf Corn Groac-
ing Arecas, at the annual meeting of
the Association of American Geogra-
phers at Ypsilanti, Mich., during the
Christmas holiday period. Mr. Church
has since discussed the same subject
before the Geophysical Union at
Washington. The results of his work
thus far have been published in the
Geographical Rewieaw for April and
Transactions of the American Geophy-
sical Union. News items in the Neaw
York Times, in Science Neaws Letter
and Assoctated Press reports have
given the work widespread publicity.

DRr. CHARLES F. BROOKS

FAREWELL DINNER

On the evening of the twenty-
seventh of January, 1932, the School of
Geography held a banquet in Esta-
brook Hall in honor of Dr. Charles F.
Brooks, who leaves Clark to succeed
the late Dr. Robert DeCourcy Ward of
Harvard.

The ‘*weather™ was the central
theme of the decorations and pro-
grams. Cards with little weather
scenes designated where one was to
sit.  Bright vellow programs with
cover design of the weather vane and
tower of the physics building, told
one in the language of the weather
man the events of the evening and
contained a characteristic picture of
Dr. Brooks—the inevitable psychrom-
eter and weather map plus the fur
cap.

Miss Kathervne Thomas presided.

Dr. Brooks in his interesting and
amusing way sketched briefly his past
life. In concluding his speech, which
had given us many sidelights on the
life of a professor, Dr. Brooks ex-
pressed a desire to hold the last
weather class. This proved to be a

very clever take-off on our daiiy sKy
vazing and guessing game between
twelve and twelve-thirty. Balloons
and thermometers were much in evi-
dence. Miss Margaret Jackson, the
best weather prophet of the semester,
was presented with a thermometer. A
certain young man who had his faith
in unchangeable weather (Fair—No
change) was awarded the booby prize.

Dr. Wallace W. Atwood told of his
meeting and first associations with Dr.
Brooks, which resulted in his eager-
ness to secure him for a professorship
at Clark, and of events of the last ten
vears. Dr. Atwood expressed his ap-
preciation of Dr. Brooks” work at the
university.

Miss Therese McQueeny, represent-
ing the alumni, expressed their appre-
ciation of their work with Dr. Brooks
and their good wishes. A number of
telegrams were read.

Mr. Phil Church, on behalf of the
School of Geography, presented Dr.
Brooks with a pocket watch, an ex-
pression of gratitude.

Besides the honor guest, Dr. Brooks,
and his wife and two children, there
were present, Dr. and Mrs. Wallace
W. Atwood, Dr. C. F. Marbut, Dr.
and Mrs. Clarence F. Jones, Dr. and
Mrs.  Douglas €. Ridgley, Miss
Therese McQueeny, and the secre-
taries and students of the School of
Geography.

A. S

One of the enjovable events of the
second semester was a lecture on Feb-
ruary 2+ by Dr. C. F. Marbut on
Brazil. The address was based upon
his experiences while exploring the
Amazon valley in search of areas suit-
able for rubber production.

President and Mrs, Atwood enter-
tained faculty and members of the
School of (Geography at Sunday eve-
ning supper in late December. An
hour of sociability, including readings
of literary geographical udbits fol-
lowed supper.



FACULTY NOTES

Dr. Clarence F. Jones returned to
the University the first of February
after six months in the Caribbean
region. During July and two weeks
in August he conducted a field trip
for 30 people to Costa Rica, Panama,
Northern Colombia, Jamaica, and
Cuba. Late in August he took up
the work as Visiting Professor in
Geography at the University of Porto
Rico.

For several vears the University of
Porto Rico had given little or no work
in geography. The new chancellor of
the institution, Dr. Carlos E. Char-
don, invited Dr. Jones to the Uni-
versity for a year to give courses in
geography and to outline a plan for
further work in geography in the Uni-
versitv. Dr. Jones gave two courses,
one on South America and one on
Economic Geography, attended by 30
and 25 students respectively. Plans
have heen completed for a major and
a minor of work in geography and
approved by the Board of Trustees.

While in residence at the Univer-
sity of Porto Rico, Dr. Jones was able
to carry out several small field studies
that form a part of his larger study
on the geography of the Caribbean re-
gion.

After Dr. Jones returned to Clark,
Mr. Earl Shaw continued the work
for the second semester.

Next yvear one of the strongest
graduates of the University of Porto
Rico is coming to Clark for two vears
of work in geography. After that he
expects to return to Porto Rico to take
up the work there.

With the assistance of Miss Semple,
Dr. Clarence F. Jones has practically
completed the work on the revisions
of Miss Semple's “American History
and Its Geographic Conditions.” Sev-
eral new maps are being added and
the structural material in general is
being brought up to date. The sup-
plementary Reading List of about 240
references, and the Literary Reading
List, largely by Miss Semple, will sup-
plement the volume.

Dr. W. Elmer Ekblaw has demon-
strated that scientific pursuit vields
material for dramatic writing as well
as scientific, and that he should not
confine his efforts to the latter. His
story Thin lcc from F. A. Blossom's
Told at the Explorers Club, Albert
and Charles Boni, New York, 1931,
earns the following well deserved
praise from Lucille S. Douglass in the
Saturday Review of Literature for
January 30, 1932:

“In the atmosphere of interest
created by these story tellers, two or
three tales stand out from the others,
not because of their unique setting.
but because the men who related them
are, consciously or not, raconteurs in
the best sense of the word. Thin Ice,
by W. Elmer Ekblaw, a member of
Donald McMillan's  party  in  the
Arctic, is rich in dramatic content,
and written with a literary stvle more
reminiscent of our best novels than
the technical books with which he is
credited.”

Among  many  other  scholastic
activities, Dr. Ekblaw has been busy
recently giving several lectures on
Russia, including one on Russia Today
presented before the T'wentieth Cen-
tury Club of Boston, May seventh.
Of equal interest and from a different
field comes the announcement that the
Forbush Bird Club of Worcester re-
elected him as president for the
coming vear.

E. S M.

G. Etzel Pearcy of Los Angeles wax
unanimously elected president of the
Clark Geographical Society for the
vear 1932-1933 at the annual meeting
presided over by President Katheryne
C. Thomas. During this past vear
Mr. Pearcy has served with notable
success as chairman of the popular
tea committee and on the field trip
committee. 'The Summer School As-
sociation had Mr. Pearcy as it secre-
tary-treasurer for the 1931 summer
session.

SPRING FIELD TRIPS

Promptly at 7:30 A.M., Tuesday,
May third, sixteen geographers set out
on the first field trip of the spring
season. Dr. C. F. Jones conducted
the four carloads to Bancroft Tower
for introduction to the industrial study
of this valley whichi extends about
fifty miles between Worcester and
Providence.

Field work consisted of observing
the old Blackstone Canal, abandoned
dam and mill sites, new mill types,
and in working out the factors which
caused industry to flourish at first and
then decline.

After lunch beside a mill race at
Valley Falls, R. I, the party succeeded
in gaining chaperonage through a cot-
ton textile mill, branch of the Berk-
shire Textile Associates, lInc. The
eighty per cent humidity of the mill
and one flat tire were the two and
only discomforts suffered. The cars
returned from Pawtucket in the late
afternoon.

On the morning of May 11th two
cars of nature enthusiasts left the
Clark campus for a field trip to Asne-
bumskit Hill under the direction of
Dr. W. Elmer Ekblaw. Upon reach-
ing the Cascades, the group left the
cars and hiked over the drumloids to
the Appalachian Mountain Club, ob-
serving the various plant associations
and wild flowers, and numerous birds.
A delightful view of the surrounding
country greeted the group upon reach-
ing the top of the hill. Here the at-
tention of the hikers shifted from
nature to food. After a hearty lunch
of “lamb’” chops (Darkenwald and
Rose brand), spaghetti, strawberries
a la hull, cookies and coffee. a short
after-lunch walk was enjoyed. The
wake robin, wild hydrangea, lady
slipper and avbutus proved to be of
special interest. Late in the after-
noon, the group returned to the work-
room feeling that the day in the field
had enriched their understanding of
Plant Geography in various wa\ys:’\

TEAS

The group this vear seems to be
especially fond of tea. So much so
that the wusual weekly teas became
daily affairs during vacation periods.
It began during the Xmas holidays
when the many boxes from home were
shared with the group. Every after-
noon a happy crowd gathered in the
Libbey Library for a cup of tea (per-
haps several cups of tea) and a bite
to eat, mingled with bits of social
chatter, gay repartee and pleasant
laughter.

With the formation of such delight-
ful tea habit the usual weekly teas
were looked forward to wwith great
pleasure. They became the occasion
for such delightful events as hearing
Dr. Atwood tell of the interesting
happenings on the Guatemalan trip
and upon another occasion having Dr.
Jones and Dr. Marbut relate many of
the unusual experiences which happen-
ed to them while travelling in South
America. Tea also served as the in-

troduction for many of us to verba
mate. .

We were glad to have in our midst
at various times, Mrs. Atwood, Mrs.
Brooks, Mrs. Ridgley, Mrs. Burnham,
Dean Little, Mr. Melville and Dr.
Gooze.

The first semester, Miss Baugh from
the University of California at Los
Angeles was Visiting Lecturer for the
course in Mediterranean Geography.
A tea was given in her honor on Jan-
uary 14 in appreciation of our having
had her with us.

That the work of the various tea
committees - was properly appreciated
can be proven by the number of sand-
wiches and cups of tea consumed.
The enjovment derived from being
present at these various tea gatherings
will remain among the many pleasant
memories which members of the group
will carry away with them from
Clark.

M. H. P




THE MAYAN REGION OF GUATEMALA

‘I'he Carnegie lnstitution of Wash-
ington 1s laving out a very compre-
hensive study of the region of the
ancient Mayan Empire. Heretofore
its studies have been in the region
of the newer Empire, which was on
the lowlands of Yucatan and Guate-
mala. The next great project of this
tvpe of historical research will be in
the highlands west and northwest of
Guatemala City.

President and Mrs. Atwood accom-
panied a party into that region and
spent most of February and March
assisting in the geographical survey
of that highland region. Dr. Rollin
8. Atwood. of the University of Flor-
ida, was released by the University
and assigned to the staff of the Car-
negie Institution to take general
charge of this geographical survey,
and he has remained in the field dur-
ing the spring months.

F. Webster McBryde, formerly of
I'ulane University and registered as a
graduate student in the Clark School
of Geography, accompanied the party
and has remained in the field, working
on a special problem, which, it is an-
ticipated, will be suitable for a Doc-
tor's thesis.

Members of the Harvard School of
Tropical Medicine, several archeolo-
gists and one botanist were in the
group of scientists who are cooperat-
ing in the development of this scien-
tific project. Dr. A. V. Kidder was
in the field with the party for several
days. He is in charge of the Division
of Historical Research of the Carnegie
Institution of Washington.

The project is one which will prob-
ably take ten vears to complete. The
geographical survey is recognized as
of fundamental significance. It ap-
pears that the modern life of the
simple Mayan people of today must
be in many ways similar to the life
of their ancestors, who occupied the
highland region from 1500 to 3000
years ago. Somewhere in that region
there are buried secrets which have
been held from the world for at least
fifteen centuries. Perhaps some of

them are buried beneath hundreds or

thousands of feet of volcanic ash; per-
haps they are buried in the ruins of an-
cient temples found at many localities
in the highlands of Guatemala. For
some unknown reason a civilization,
which is believed by archeologists to
have been the highest expression of
culture in the western world at that
time, disappeared. Various reasons
have been suggested, but no solution
of the problem has been found.
Geographers, archeologists, students
of health and of other sciences will
continue through several field seasons
to search for those secrets and give to
the world just as complete a record
as possible of this earliest attempt at
civilization in North America.

On the afternoon of May 19th, Dr.
W. W. Atwood, Jr, led the geogra-

phers over the upland southeast of
Worcester to Purgatory. To those
who thorougly explored it, Purgatory
Chasm yielded chunks of ice and

pockets of cold air, despite its name.
It interested botanists as well as micro-
climatologists, in the general absence
of mesophytes. But the physiography
invited closest observations. Most of
the explorers acceded to the opinion
that the chasm is a keystone fault, and
probably post-glacial.

Highlights of the Twelfth Annual
New England Geographical confer-
ence, May 20-21, included R. M.
Brown's report on the new Geography
Yearbook, an illustrated address on
South America by Dr. Jones, Dr. At-
wood's fascinating lecture on life in
Guatemala. The showing of Movie-
tone Educational Films by Dr. Atwood
helped greatly in demonstrating Visual
instruction, discussed by Abraham
Krasker of Quincy and G. S. Corfield.
Dr. Ridgley introduced Edna F. Calla-
more, T. F. Power, Myrtle Cash,
Phelps Swett, Julia M. Shipman, and
Grant Finch in the education sym-
posium. Dr. Ekblaw gave an address
on Russia following Fridav evening
dinner.

R. 8. S.




