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The GSG holds many exciting events 
throughout the year -- be sure to check our 
website for updates on: 

¶ Fall 2017 Colloquium Talks 

¶ Atwood Lecture 

¶ Practicing Geography Week 

¶ ...and more! 

Þ Þ %-!), ,)34 Þ Þ  
)f you would like to receive email updates 
about events and other happenings within 
the Graduate School of Geography, contact 
us at geography@clarku.edu. Emails and  
announcements are frequently sent out 
about upcoming events, career and 
internship opportunities, and other 
important information. Sign up today! 

Þ Þ 35"-)4 Þ Þ  
Traveling somewhere for research? Working 
on an interesting project around Worcester? 
Have a collection of recent photos of places 
you have visited? We are always looking for 
new content for future newsletter issues, 
so if you have info to share, feel free to email 
Rachel Levitt (RLevitt@clarku.edu) to see if it 
can be featured in an upcoming  issue. 

Dear Geography Friends, welcome to the Fall 
2017 issue of our School of Geography  
newsletter!  ϥ am sure you will ɲnd it, as always, an  
engaging and informative way to see all the work, fun, and 
scholarship that we practice here at the GSG.  ϥ enter my ɲrst 
year as Director of the GSG grateful to Tony for all the  
wonderful work he did as our Director the last seven years. As 
the new Director, ϥ am inheriting a department in great shape, 
and ϥ am deeply appreciative.  Our entire Clark Geography 
community has beneɲtted tremendously from TonyɅs calm 
and quiet demeanor, and strategic and incisive leadership.  
He is, indeed, an extremely tough act to follow.   

The department is seeing other changes in addition to having 
a new Director.  Dianne Rocheleau retired as of May 2017, 
Jody Emel is retiring in spring, 2018, and Sam Ratick is on 
phased retirement (his ɲnal semester will be spring 2019).  
We are excited for each of them for the next chapters of their 
lives, but feel the holes that their absences will make in the 
Department.   

At the same time, however, if you saw our summer newslet-
ter, you will know that we are thrilled to welcome two top-
notch new tenure-track faculty; Asha Best (PhD in American 
Studies,  Rutgers-Newark, 2017), and Lyndon Estes (PhD in 
Environmental Science, University of Virginia, 2008).  AshaɅs 
expertise is in urban-economic geography, focusing on  
mobilities, informality, Black studies, and post-colonial and 
critical race theories.  Lyndon joins the GϥS cluster with  
research focusing on drivers and impacts of agricultural 
change, emphasizing earth observation and modeling tech-
niques.  A hearty welcome to them both! They join an  

incredibly dynamic and productive group of people whom ϥɅm 
proud and honoured to call colleagues. 

As ϥ reɳect on this department not yet at the midpoint of our 
fall 2017 semester, ϥɅm struck ɀevery year, every season, and 
every time ϥ read each new issue of this magniɲcent  
newsletterɁ by the business of excellence that the GSG  
carries on, day in and day out.  ϥ spent the last year serving as 
ϥnterim Associate Provost and Dean of Research (a position 
that our own Yuko Aoyama has now taken up, as a regular 
term appointment for the next three years).  ϥ learned a  
tremendous amount about Clark as an institution, which gave 
me a greater appreciation for both how our School of  
Geography ɲts into this whole, and how much ϥ really love this 
little bit of Clark ɀ not so little, really.  As ϥ reɳect upon what 
makes this particular corner of Clark so special to me, ϥ think 
it is because of our constant expectations, and long history, of 
excellence.  ϥt is what unites us; a devotion to our work under 
an umbrella we call Geography, while wasting little time  
worrying about the speciɲc parameters of the umbrella and 
what it means.  We just go about making and maintaining  
excellence as members of ɈClark Graduate School of Geogra-
phyɉ.  ϥt is a distinct sort of pressure to be asked, every day, to 
be excellent.  But, it also is an opportunity; an opportunity to 
thrive, to undertake work about which we care deeply, and to 
care about it being excellent.  ϥt is even validating and  
inspiring.  

Peruse these pages and see the excellent work and  
commitments of all the members of our community.  For  
example, this newsletter includes a list of 19 undergraduate 
honors theses completed in the last year ɀthatɅs 19 fabulous 
individual accomplishments by each of those particular  
students, but also reɳects a deep commitment of time and 
energy on the part of all the faculty advisors, graduate TAs, 
and readers of those theses.  We see that sort of commitment 
echoed throughout all our programs, whether it be through 
discussion or reading something that sparks us or  
undertaking a big project like a thesis.  Across the board, we 
see that commitment and enthusiasm and excellence from 
our undergraduates, masterɅs and PhD students, staϜ, and 
faculty alike.   

Enjoy this latest update on what weɅve been doing.  -- Deb 

 

A NOTE FROM  
GSG DϥRECTOR DEBORAH MARTϥN 

 
'%/'2!0(9 ß #,!2+           &!,, ëéêð Ë 0!'% éì 

http://www2.clarku.edu/departments/geography/newsevents/index.cfm
mailto:rlevitt@clarku.edu


ẐVOĄV P¦aP¦ _Ą^^JNĄXJaP¦ 
ĄV VJaYXP P_Ą^Ą¤Z û P¥Ą^Y¡
aRĄV WJWPX 
An international team of scientists, in-
cluding a Clark University geographer 
(Professor Lyndon Estes), has pin-
pointed the world regions most vulner-
able to species loss due to intensiɲed 
agricultural development. Their ɲndings 
were reported in a recent Nature Ecolo-
gy and Evolution article titled 
ɈBiodiversity at Risk Under Future 
Cropland Expansion and ϥntensiɲca-
tion.ɉ   
 
ϥn this article, Lyndon has collaborated 
with Laura Kehoe and her supervisor, 
Tobias Kuemmerle, since 2015 on pro-
jects seeking to quantify the environ-
mental (particularly the biodiversity) 
impacts of agricultural development. ϥn 
terms of his contribution to this particu-
lar paper, Lyndon was involved in dis-
cussions to related to designing and 
identifying methods and datasets that 
would allow the biodiversity impacts of 
agriculture to be more directly quanti-
ɲed, provided statistical advice, and 

assisted in structuring and revising the 
paper. ResearchMatters 07/26/2017 
Click here to view.  

¤R ̂WĄVaRY¦ ¦YUUPX aXJ¥P^ 
Professor Gil Pontius traveled to 
Hengyang Normal University in China 
this summer to deliver a presentation 
and receive a tour. The above photo 
shows Gil (third from the right) standing 
between the UniversityɅs President 
(fourth from the right) and Vice Presi-
dent. (second from the right), along 
with the Dean and a few GϥS faculty 
members. 

 
]̂ ĄXPV_RJ ¦JV¤PXUJVĄ VP  ̈
NĄĄT PORaRĄVq XPUĄaP ¦PV¦RV¤ 
¨RaQ aPXX¦Pav¦ ROXR¦R 
The new edition of the book  Remote 
Sensing with TerrSetɅs ϥDRϥSϥ: A Begin-
ners Guide, co -authored by Timothy A. 
Warner, David J. Campagna and 
(Professor) Florencia Sangermano, 
has been recently published by  

Geocarto ϥnternational Center.  
 
The book is a self-study remote sensing 
practical guide that introduces the 
reader to concepts of image data dis-
play, importing, exporting and pre-
processing, spectral and spatial image 
enhancement, image ratios for environ-
mental monitoring, unsupervised and 
supervised classiɲcation (including ma-
chine learning and soft classiɲcation 
methods), as well as change detection 
analysis and error assessment. The 
structure of the book, makes it ideal for 
adoption as a laboratory guide for ϥn-
troduction to Remote Sensing courses.  

 &!#5,49 .%73 
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GSG Faculty Retreat, August 2017 @ Worcester Art Museum 
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UR_QJP^ S< JaQJZ 
M.Sc. Environmental Policy and Regulation, 
The London School of Economics and  
Political Science, UK; B.A. French studies, 
Brigham Young University, USA 
 
Research ϥnterests: Human-Nature rela-
tionships, Political Economy and Sustainabil-
ity, Environmental Ethics, Science, Technolo-
gy, and Society, Sustainable Supply Chain 
Management, Global Production Networks, 
New Materialism, Object-Oriented Ontology  
 

UP^R¦¦J NĄ^^UJV 
M.A. Energy and Environmental Policy,  
University of Delaware, USA; B. A.  
Philosophy and Environmental Policy/
Science, McDaniel College, Maryland, USA 
 
Research ϥnterests: Nature-Society rela-
tionships, political ecology, energy and envi-
ronmental policy, renewable energy 
 

UR_QJP^ _P_R^ 
M.S. Geographic ϥnformation Science for 
Development and Environment (GϥSDE), 
Clark University, USA; M.S. Mathematics, 
University of Washington, USA; B.A.  
Mathematics and ϥnternational Relations, 
Brown University, USA 
 
Research ϥnterests: Applications of GϥS and 
land change modeling to climate change 
science and climate change policy, risk  
analysis and vulnerability analysis,  
participatory GϥS  

VR_QĄ^J¦ ¤PXĄV 
BM.S. Ed Education, Leham College CUNY, 
NY, USA; B.A. Environmental Policy and  
Analysis and French Literature, Boston  
University, USA  
 
Research ϥnterests: Use of GϥS and Remote 
Sensing for monitoring land use change and 
natueral reseources due to climate change, 
Urban Ecology and Citizen Science, engaging 
local communities in Environmental Justice 
issues 
 

SJ_TRP ¤Y§ 
B. A. Environmental Studies, Texas A&M  
University, USA 
 
Research ϥnterests: Forest dynamics, GϥS, 
remote sensing biogeography  
 

TJXPV QYO^Pa ¥J§`YP§ 
M.S. ϥnternational Development Studies, 
Utrecht University, Netherlands; B.S.  
ϥnternational Relations, ϥnstituto Tecnologico 
Autonomo de Mexico, Mexico  
 
Research ϥnterests: Business and human 
rights, development theory, environmental 
governance,land use change, access to 
lands, participatory action research,  
social-environmental conɳicts, social  
movements, Latin America, especially  
Mexico and Central America 
 
 

RV¤P ¦J^Ą 
M.A. Geography, University of Cape Town, 
Cape Town, South Africa; B.A. Anthropology, 
University of Cape Town, Cape Town, South 
Africa 
 
Research ϥnterests: South African  
urbanism, place-making, urban  
displacement, urban resistance 
 

¦YXPVOXJ ¦QXP¦aQJ 
M.S. Forestry, University of Georgia, USA; 
B.A. Forestry, Tribhuvan University, Nepal 
 
Research ϥnterests: Land use change  
modeling, Hydrologic process modeling, 
Ecohydrologic impacts of land use change, 
Land-Atmosphere interaction.  
 

P̂R ¦ĄV¤ 
M.S. 3S, Nanjing University of ϥnformation 
Science & Technology, Nanjing, China; B.S. 
GϥS, Nanjing University of ϥnformation  
Science & Technology, Nanjing, China 
 
Research ϥnterests: Remote Sensing and 
GϥS, Land-cover/land-use change, Human-
Environment interactions, Ecological  
modeling, Machine learning.  
 
Photo (L-R, Back): Michael Cecil, Melissa 
Bollman, Nicholas Geron. Front:  Michael J. 
Athay, Surendra Shrestha, Karen Hudlet 
Vazquez, ϥnge Salo, Jackie Guz, Lei Song 
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YWOJaP¦ ]XĄU aQP ]RP^O 
This summer, Geography PhD Candi-
dates Melishia Santiago and Kristen 
Shake from the Polar Science Re-
search Laboratory participated in ɲeld 
work on board the Canadian Coast 
Guard Service (CCGS) ice breaker Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier for the Distributed Bio-
logical Observatory (DBO) research 
cruise in the Northern Bering and Chuk-
chi Seas. Santiago and Shake set sail 
from Dutch Harbor, Alaska, on July 10th 
of this year as part of a long term ob-
servation program to research marine 
ecosystem response to sea ice loss in 
the Paciɲc-Arctic region.  

Melishia and Kristen took a variety of 
biochemical parameters at each hydro-
graphic station along the way, including 
chromophoric dissolved organic matter 
(CDOM), as well as deploying a compact 
optical proɲling system (C-OPS) to 
measure light propagation throughout 
the water column. This season on 
board was particularly impactful, as the 
crew and research team encountered 
no sea ice over the 2 week duration of 
the research cruise, a fact that is partic-

ularly poignant in light of the recent 
news that the Arctic sea ice extent 
reached its 8th lowest seasonal mini-
mum in the 38 year satellite record. 
This ɲeldwork was conducted in sup-
port of Karen Frey's research grant 
through the Distributed Biological Ob-
servatory Project, provided by the  NSF 
Oʛce of Polar Programs, Arctic Observ-
ing Network Program. 

¦JU TQJ^^J¤QR XP¦PJX_QP¦ 
UJX¦Q P_Ą¦Z¦aPU ̂JVO_Ą¥PX 
This summer, second-year PhD student 
Sam Khallaghi (pictured above, R)
worked with Professor Gil Pontius to 
research marsh ecosystem landcover. 
ɈThe main purpose of the summer pro-
ject in Georgia was to classify the high 
resolution airborne imagery to gener-
ate a landcover map of the marsh eco-
system for diϜerent points in time 
(2012, 2015 and 2017), and then to do a 
post classiɲcation change detection 
based on the methodology developed 
by Professor Pontius to quantify the 
change among the categories of land-
cover. Then the same process is done 
for the Plum ϥsland Ecosystem.  
 
The project was funded by Edna Bailey 
Sussman Foundation for the dura-
tion of 6 weeks. Sam writes, Ɉϥ was 

working under the supervision of Pro-
fessor Alexander Clarck in the Skidaway 
ϥnstitute of Oceanographic Research in 
Savannah, Georgia and for PϥE (Plum 
ϥsland Ecosystems) ϥ will continue work-
ing with Professor Pontius.ɉ 

 

OZ^JV QJXXR¦ XP_PR¥P¦ YVR¥PX¡
¦RaZv¦ i jn-jo aJ J¨JXO 
Third year PhD student Dylan Harris 
(pictured above) received a university 
Teaching Assistant award for the 2016-
17 academic year. This award is based 
on nominations by faculty and scores 
given on TA evaluations and is given to 
a graduate student who has been a TA 
for at least two semesters at Clark and 
who has gone above and beyond in 
their role. Dylan was a TA for Professor 
Dianne RocheleauɅs Urban Ecology 
course (GEOG 280) in Fall 2016, and for 
Professor Karen FreyɅs  The Climate Sys-
tem & Global Environmental Change 
course (GEOG 263) in Spring 2017.  
Congratulations, Dylan! 
 
For more doctoral updates, visit our 
website 
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Field Camp bonɲre, August 2017 @ Camp Massapoag | Photo by Ben Fash 

https://www.facebook.com/ClarkPolarScience/
https://www.facebook.com/ClarkPolarScience/
http://nsidc.org/arcticseaicenews/2017/09/arctic-sea-ice-at-minimum-extent-2/
http://nsidc.org/arcticseaicenews/2017/09/arctic-sea-ice-at-minimum-extent-2/
http://nsidc.org/arcticseaicenews/2017/09/arctic-sea-ice-at-minimum-extent-2/
http://pie-lter.ecosystems.mbl.edu/
http://www.skio.uga.edu/
http://www.skio.uga.edu/
http://www2.clarku.edu/departments/geography/graduate/student-news/
http://www2.clarku.edu/departments/geography/graduate/student-news/



















