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WELCOME!
Director Anthony Bebbington

REMINDERS

DOCTORAL STUDENT
NEWS

Geography Graduate students Christie
Logvinova and Kristen Shake have been
appointed to APECS leadership positions

Clark graduate student Pheakkdey
Nguon has been awarded a prestigious
international research fellowship

Notes from the field:Geography graduate
student Pheakkdey Nguon discusses his
ongoing research in Cambodia;
Geography graduate student Adrienne
Johnson describes her summer school
experience in Lima, Peru

Read Clark graduat e
comments in response to controversial
geoweb mobile applications

NATUREOCIETY

Clark GSG hosted the annual

Nature-Society Workshop, featuring

keynote speaker Dr. Farhana

Sultana from Syracuse University

NESTVAL 2013

Ccverage from the annual New
England St. Lawrence Valley

regional conference, hosted by the

GSG

PHD ALUMNI
REUNION

A recap of the first doctoral reunion,
organized by the
GSG6 and BFrHayed a

e e 3 .
Professor Ron Eastman secures large
grant from the Gordon and Betty Moore
Foundation
Professor Dominik Kulakowski talks
about wildfire implications in residential
Western U.S. areas
Clark Geography Professors and grads
publish article on suburban water use
as a result of lawn size
Recently published study by
Professor Chris Williams discusses
carbon implications in postlearcut
forests

UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENT NEWS

2013 HERO Fellows hold annual
Stakeholder Summit

e £°€00raphyHenipraRdi2Q13 Refersls

Condakes Summer Research Fellowshiy
recipient Zoe Ritter describes her
summer research experience

Geography senior Lucas Earl recalls his

summer internship with the NOAA in
Seattle, WA

PHOTO ALBUM

Nature-Society 2013

PHOTO ALBUM

NESTVAL 2013
See photos from all of the
weekends events!

STAFF STORIES

Welcoming our newest
member of the GSG staff,

Rachel Levitt
of the :
Expanding our social media

presence


http://www.clarku.edu/departments/geography
https://www.facebook.com/?sk=welcome#!/clark.geography
http://news.clarku.edu/news/

welcome

It has been a really busy Fall Semester for Geography. In addition to the steady round of classes, of students

declaring us as their major, of colloquia

events. In September we organized a workshop on Nature

and of day

-to-day life in the School, we have seen three significant
-Society geography, the fourth in a series of annual

meetings of faculty and graduate students from Clark, Penn State, Syracuse and Rutgers (and in this case also

from Boston University). Then in October we hosted the annual meetings of the New England

-St. Lawrence

Valley (NESTVAL) region of the Association of American Geographers. This was a great success, a real credit to

Clark Geography made possible by staff, undergraduates, post

-graduates and faculty coming together and

putting on a great event: professional, intellectual, practical and also just plain good fun. The conference
attracted over 225 colleagues from across New England and Canada. The Clark Geography Bowl team put on a
great show again, our students and faculty organized different panels showcasing work going on here, and our
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Quite a few Clark Geography alumni attended NESTVAL, and so for a day and a half following the meetings,

there were a series of activities and get

-togethers for graduate alumni. In many cases it was their first time

walking the corridors of the Jefferson and Geography buildings in 30 or 40 years and it was lovely to see them
seeming so at home. News, stories and not a little gossip were exchanged across several generations and |
think we all had a great time. It was one more reminder that Clark Geography is much more than those who
occupy it in the here and now. Of course, those of us who are currently at Clark

university administrators

2 students, faculty, staff,

2 have a special duty of care. However, the tradition and the institution is made,

sustained and reproduced by all of us, across space and through time. While | have always known that people
continue to be committed to Clark Geography long after they have moved on, this gathering was a reminder of

just how deeply they care, and how much they continue to cherish and smile wryly about all that they

experienced in their time here.

reminders

A call for applications for the 2014
Peter J. Condakes Summer Research Fellowship
will be distributed to Geography, GES, and
ESS undergraduates in mid -Spring. This
Fellowship is made possible by a generous
donation from alumnus and geography major
Peter J. Condakes ( cl ass
undergraduate environmental research. See
for a

page 9 story a

Condakes recipients!
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All the best, Tony Bebbington

Atwood e

The 2013-2014 Atwood Lecture, featuring
Dr. Richard Alley , Evan Pugh Professor of

Geoscilences and Associate of the Earth and
Environmental Systems Institute at The

Pennsylvania State University, will take place on
March 20th, 2014. Details about the talk and
other ;tAt\goodS-rSIated %v?n%s will be forthcoming
inthe Spring semester. Questions about Atwood
can be directed to Office Coordinator, Rachel
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The fall 2013-2014 Colloquium Speaker Series has
been a great success so far, and we have an equally
exciting line -up for the spring, including:
Don Mitchell , Syracuse University
Dan Weiner , University of Connecticut
David Delaney , Amherst College
Rebecca Lave , Indiana University
Emma Archer van Garderen , University of
Witswatersrand, South Africa
Robert Kennedy , Boston University
For more information about the Colloquium Speaker
Series, contact Rachel Levitt (RLevitt@clarku.edu)
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J. Ronald EastmanClark University Professor of Geography anc
Director of Clark Labs/IDRISI, has secured a $456,738, 1.5 yeal
grant with The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation. The gran
which is active from November 1, 2018 May 29, 2015, is titled
OEval uat i o nscaefimphcts ofdteimpfarning
expansion and accurate prediction of important coastal habitats
at risk for future conversion to shrimp farms in Thailand,

Vi et nam, and Cambodia. 6

A new study by Clark University Professor of Geography and

r Adjunct Professor of BiologgZhristopher Williamswvas recently

, released inGlobal Change BiologyThe study discusses the
implications of forest clearcutting (an extreme approach to
forest harvesting in which all trees are cut and removed from a
sizable area). Though clearcutting currently comprises only a
fraction of harvests in Massachusetts, it could become more
widespread as invasive insects and other forest threats expand

Clark University Professor of Geography and Adjunct Professor
BiologyDominik Kulakowskiwas quoted in a July 2013 article in
the Christian Science Monitoon the topic of building homes in
freprone areas. The article,
every house should be saved,
naturally occurring wildfires in residential areasProfessor
Kulakowskist at ed t hat we o0are nc
infreprone ecosystems, 6 and wen
many of the forests in the Western U.S.] is like building homes
on the side of an active vol

After the fatal Prescott, Arizona fire which led to the death of 19
firefighters in June of this year, along with the massive
destructive Colorado wildfires that plagued the Midwest,
policymakers are beginning to question what is appropriate in
terms of fire prevention and control. The full article with
Professor Komments cawlseKoundhere.

in the region.
of

Pr of e s s o rresaéflicH detailahaw darbon, water, and

energy balances shift in the three years following the clearcut of
taidacidueus foredt. iThe stiidy, gittich was gohdsicted ia a28mre e a | i

5 clehicud area ;1 PetedshamhMassi, revedlsia steatlyilossros o f
carbon dioxide to the atmosphere, despite rapid recovery of

- plantggiowtly | y bui l ding our homes

t on to say that doing so oO0[in
Professor Willams t at es t hat o0f orest har

processes important to the local and global climate system, such
as carbon storage and uptake, water use, and absorption of
sol ar radiation. ¢ Carbon was
of its important role in controlling the climate. In stark contrast

to a clearcut area, intact forests are able to pull carbon dioxide
from the
atmosphere
and store it in

a

The Brainiac Bloga segment of the Boston Globe) featured a
segmenti n response to the articl
Examining the influence of lawn size on residential water use in
suburban Boston, M AaythortgcShgx Clark T
faculty and alum, was recently featured in the journdélandscape
and Urban Planning.The study looked at water usage in
residential areas, and concluded that while having more than
one bathroom in a home does contribute significantly to water
usage, lawn size is also an important factor to consider. The
study concluded that lawn cover, living unit density, and the
number of bathrooms in a home can explain 90% of the
variation in annual residential water use. The Clagffiliated
contributing researchers in the study are: Profess@olin

Polsky ProfessoRo b er t 6 G DdniélIMiepRunfdlau s

( Ph D Nicholas Ginel P h D Josgph Krahe(BA,
Economi cs Albeit Decaturl BaAn,d Geogr aph
Nicolson from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst also
contributed to the study. The study can be fouritere.

L

trees, creating
a carbo
that hedpé\to g
offset
greemhouse c
gas emissions
released by
fossil fuel combustion and other sources. The clearcut area

studied gave off more carbon dioxide than it stored, with nearly

half of the CO2 rising from exposed, disturbed soils and an

additional 18 percent from decomposing wood. Williams adds,

0The cleared area will only becc
atmospheric carbon after a decade or more, and full recovery of
forest carbon stocks requires

ma
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http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2013/0723/Firefighting-s-new-reality-not-every-house-should-be-saved
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/ideas/brainiac/2013/08/green_lawns_in.html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0169204613001345
http://news.clarku.edu/news/
http://news.clarku.edu/news/

Students Christie Lovignova and Kristen
Shake have been appointed to leadership

positions with the Association of Polar Early

Career Scientists (APECS)

Two GSG doctoral students have been appointed to
leadership positions in the APECS sixth Executive
Committee (ExCom)Christie Lovignova (ABDYill serve
as President for this new term.

Christiehas been a member of APECS since starting
Clark in 2009. She was elected to the Council starting
2011, and was elected as cechair of the Council for the
2012-2013 term. Then this fall she was elected to the
executive committee and subsequently elected
President. Over the past few years she has also
cofounded a regional chapter of APECS for the US
Northeast with Alexandra Giese of Dartmouth and she
has been the APECS representative for Polar Educato
International. Christie is currently working on her
dissertation, and her research focuses on understandir
the impacts of sea ice decline in the Chukchi and

Prof essor RoamrSeienceReseaych Isab.
Kristends broad research i nt
policy, circumpolar studies, and resource extraction

issues in the Arctic. Both Christie and Kristen are

advisees ofProfessor Karen Frey.
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Beaufort Seas on the dynamics of dissolved organic
matter.
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Kristen Shakeis one of 32 members who will serve on
the APECS Council for this term. Kristen is in her seca

year in the doctoral program and she is a member of

geography news

Student Pheakkdey Nguon is awarded
prestigious fellowship

GSG doctoral studenPheakkdey Nguorhas been
awarded a $40,766 fellowship from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) to
fund a year of research of the Reducing Emissions from
Deforestation and Degradation (REDD+) program in
Cambodia, and a year of dissertation writing at Clark.
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Nguon accepted the award from Prince Albert Il of
Monaco, on Sept. 30 in Monaco. The aim of the IPCC
Scholarship Programme is to build capacity in the
understanding and management of climate change in
developing countries by providing opportunities for
young scientists from developing countries to undertak
doctoral studies. Scholars are selected by the Prince
Albert Il of Monaco Foundation, the Cuomo Foundatior
and the IPCC Science Board.

Venerable Bun Saluth is the recipient of the 2010 Equator
Initiative, the UNDP Prize for efforts to conserve global
biodiversity for poverty reduction. | presented my initial
findings from this visit during the 2013 Annual Meeting of the
AAG in Los Angeles.

ECurrently, | am conducting my one year dissertation fieldwork
in Cambodia where | aim to interview 150 stakeholders from
various institutions, observe 70 policy dialogues on REDD+
(i.e. consultations, workshops, etc) organized by government
and nongovernment groups, and conduct further archival
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from the G

A Associati on

and CAPE specialty groups, | conducted preliminary researck\N
for my dissertation in Cambodia in Spring 2013. The objectiver

of my research is to better understand how governance
systems organize and distribute knowledge on REDD+ acrog
different groups of stakeholders with conflicting interests, an
the resulting impacts of such systems on forests and people
in Cambodia. During this preliminary fieldwork, | tested my
semi-structured interview questions (in Khmer and English)

nalysig. This digsertation fieldwork is made possible by the

0KS 7Fpatsis

generous support from the Fulbright Fellowship, the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the Prince Albert
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riting. In Cambodia, | am a senior lecturer and a coordinator
or the Department of International Studies at the Royal
University of Phnom Penh. At Clark University, | am advised by
%\nthony BebbingtonColin PolskyDominik Kulakowskiand

quana Liverman (University of Arizona

Pheakkdey Nguon, PhD (c)

with 20 stakeholders from groups including the Cambodian
government ministries, international and local hon
governmental organizations, indigenous people and
community leaders, academic institutions, and the private
sector. | also collected relevant government reports, policy
documents, and other grey literature (mostly in Khmer), man
of which were otherwise inaccessible without traveling to
Cambodia. During this visit, | also observed policy dialogues

organized by the Cambodia REDD+ Taskforce Secretariat apd

NGO Forum on Cambodia on topics such as Social and
Environmental Safeguards for REDD+ projects and
Communicating REDD+ with relevant stakeholders. | also
travelled to two of the REDD+ sites during this visit: Oddar
Meanchey and Siem Reap province. The best part of this
preliminary fieldwork was my interview with Venerable Bun
Saluth, one of the most inspiring people that | have ever met

73
73

AYGSNIBASGAY
LINR Ay OS

w

owodu

t KSF{11RSe
aStyOKSsa

I+

b20Sa

~

rl:l How are social and environmental inequalities spatially
li in Latin America, and how are processes of resource
,extractivism, political negotiation, legal implementation, and
state redistribution reinforcing or ameliorating these
inequalities?

]This is a question three Clark PhD students (mysefdrienne
Johnson;Teresa Bornschlegland Juan Luis Dammert B.)
along with Prof.Anthony Bebbingtorsought to examine as we
ventured to Lima, Peru in October 2013, to attend théth
desiguALdades.net Summer Schogait the Pontifical Catholic
University. Our group traveled to join other professors, pest
doctoral and doctoral student participants from approximately
10 other countries spanning North America, Europe, and Latin
America to further discuss
School ®@PsputasbNegesi ati onsod.

Before the course took place, doctoral students were asked to
submit short thoughtpieces based on their current PhD
projects which would serve as fodder for productive
interdisciplinary academic discussions in organized thematic
sessions. Over the course of five days, participants engaged in
intense dialogues focused on theorizing, problematizing, and
discussing solutions related to themes being grappled with in
the student papers.

RQfs €afya MR bz nkihdn Luis
differentiated effects of rapid capitalist palm oil plantation

geography news
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expansion in Peru and its possible connections to the
deepening of inequality in the Amazon region. Teresa
Bornschlegl s paper contrib
chronically underenforced environmental legal frameworks,
and notions of justice and resistance in the hydrocarbons
sector of Ecuador. My Summer School contribution centered
on the o6trickyd politics of
of Ecuador and explored how practices of protest and
negotiation are encouraged and/or silenced in a new
governing initiative known as the Roundtable on Sustainable
Palm.

Each day, the School was formally introduced by several
academics in order to spark conversatiorProfessor
Bebbington for instance, gave one of the first talks entitled,
O60Extractivism and Unequal D
overall grand scale of the extractivist model and the inherent
cycle of inequalities embedded in the model relating to
institutions, knowledge, capacity, and expertise. Clark
Geography AlunDiana Ojeda(PhD, 2012 now Assistant
Professor at the Pontifical University of Javeriana, Colombia
was also present and delivered an introduction to the sessio
060The State and the Limits o

IV Escuela de Verano
desiguALdades.net

La Globalizacion
de la Naturalezay
Desigualdades Sociales

Estructuras - disputas—
negociaciones

Many thanks goes out to the carganizers of the Summer
School, desiguALdades.net and the Pontifical Catholic
Whiviersity of Peoudon raviding such atwbnelerful eppoutnityo f
for academics (new and old alike!) working on issues of
inequality in Latin America to collaborate and learn together.

To learn more about the Summer School, visit:
http:pvaviv.dasigublgades. netiemeditosi publidodi e
academias_de_verano/index.html

pal m oi

-Adrienne Johnson, PhD (c)
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The weekds intense sessions

university tours, funny sightings of wild deer on the campus
grounds, and a highlight fieldtrip to the renowned
International Potato Center which aims, among other things,
to address issues of poverty and hunger through the capacit
strengthening of root and tuber farming and food systems in
the Andes and around the world.
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Controversies in GIS:
0Ghetio - Yec Jwrdc s
One Student ®s Response to a

Dactoral stydest WinkThatehes  was recentiaroted iy sNigs ¢ snBa
Atlantic where he discussed some of the problems associated

with a new geo -web mobile application. His comments were

|n\r/\ésep(§nsee togrrecently developeél)appbca)lllledI mpromptu

" GheTtacker,° a | ocation service a
its users only through the "~ good p
compiled from user -based neighborhood ratings . The
launch of the app sparked quite a bit of controversy, not only
because of it®s name, but al so bec

geography news
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message it promotes.

As James points out, in many ways apps like these are
ng ogi
geographic areas as either good or bad; as safe or unsafe.

promoti “teleol cal redli

James questioned the validity and purpose of the user ratings,
and suggested that apps like these are making decisions for the
user without providing justification for the rationale behind the
decision. James® clarified hi
to avoid a certain area based off crime statistics that he
personally researched, he is conscious of his reasoning for

avoiding a particular neighborhood. However, if an app is

ni

S

telling hi to avoid it because it

decision could be derived not only from crime statistics, but also

m

things like poverty and run -down infrastructure.

ng,° by declaring whol e

James® comments addressed some i mp
issues to consider, especially as we become more reliant on

geo-spatial technologies in our everyday lives. The NPR

program ~On The Media®°® interviewed

the folliaudio intbryiewsan e foumdg heré. aFor the full altide d ec i d

from The Atlantic, please click here.
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2013 Human Environment Regional
Observatory (HERO) students present
their ALB research to local stakeholders
from the community

On August 1, 2013, a Worcester News Tonight/
NECN crew paid a visit to the Clark campus to
talk to students in the HERO program about their
research on the Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB).
The ~Stakeholder Summit, °
way of bringing together city residents, members
of the Clark Community, state and local
government officials, and representatives from
city, state and federal organizations that work
directly with ALB eradication and tree replanting
efforts. It is an opportunity for HERO Fellows to
showcase their research while also providing an
accessible channel for communication among
those with a vested interest in the ALB problem.

ddd 1 9M MOy SI SIUY}

During the 8 -week HERO summer internship
program, the 12 Fellows were divided into two
groups: a Beetle Impact Assessment (BIA) group, and a Place
Making Assessment (PMA) group. Research conducted by the
BIA group indicated that in areas that have had significant
amounts of tree loss over the last five years, the average

geography news
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overall temperature
has increased by 1 -3
degrees Celsius.
Climate change
scientists widely
report thata 1 -3
degree Celsius
change is likely to
take place over

J88GES LYLN OG ! & aSaANGS yall GENBYEAL 0Ny
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clue into what kinds
of factors are contributing to rapidly rising global temperatures.

The PMA group focused on social and policy -based

i mplications of the ALB,
over things like higher heating and cooling costs, loss of
privacy, and loss of wildlife as results of neighborhood tree

removal Residents from Worcest el
were especially impacted by tree loss, as the Burncoat area

was one of the most heavily infested by the ALB. Burncoat

residents who attended the Summit seemed eager to join in

conversations with the HERO students and other stakeholders

(which included members from the Worcester Tree Initiative 3

a grassroots nonprofit which has replanted over 23,000 trees in

the city of Worcester since beetle eradication began).

and they



http://news.clarku.edu/news/files/2013/08/BIA-Group-cmp.jpg
http://www.onthemedia.org/story/tracking-your-steps/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2013/09/the-real-problem-with-a-service-called-ghetto-tracker/279403/
http://news.clarku.edu/news/
http://news.clarku.edu/news/

the sensitivity and adaptive capacity of the ecosysterMy
experience gave me a good introduction to working on a large
scale research project and a solid foL{ndation to start my
undergraduate Honors Thesis worko

Zoe Ritter (ctass of 014
A special thanks goes out to Zoe
Ritter for her contribution to the
— - Py B . newsletter. We look forward to
tfFOS al lAy3 ! aa34da W]y (B 0HIRBOGELD a0 [A YU D 2V R . . ~ .
{(KEyy2yothl YONE dzLd a|-wg-ga§m§ O30 PO sharing Gabriellle Kentds story wi
S§3Ly CAY1T /F NI SSaKX&KaKyid Tl R IOKISE If BK wR G OKA ST i i
" W2 Re [ AGOKOSERS Wan ’ you in the next issue
. ) The Peter J. Condakes
The HERO program is a great opportunity for Undergraduate Summer Research Fellowship is
students to use their research in ways that will positively made possible by a generous
impact the community and environment. Professors Deborah donation from Clark alum (and
Martin and John Rogan are the coordinators of the HERO Geography studentpeter J. .
internship and are the lead researchers on the grant. Condakes( 6 7 8 ) . Juniors and
Seniors studying Geography,
Global Environmental Studies, or a - a
To see the news report and learn more about the Stakeholder %2S wAgSNJ

Summit, click here.

The HERO program s an 8-week undergraduate research opportunity
sponsored by the U.S. National Science Foundation through its

Earth System Science should not
that a call for applications for the 2014 Peter J. Condakes Summer
Research Fellowship will be

announced in midSpring.

Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU) site.

Condakes Summer Research Fellow Zoe
Ritter recaps her experience:

Undergraduate Geography major
of two 2013 Peter J. Condakes Summer Research Fellows]
winners. The Peter J. Condakes Summer Research Fellowship i
annual award open to Sophomores and Juniors studying Geogra;l
Earth System Science, or Global Environmental Studies who have
interest in environmental concerns. The award comes with a $1,5
stipend to support an indepth summer research projecI

Geography majoZoe Ritter(advisor: Anthony Bebbington) and Glolda
Environmental Studies studenGabrielle Kent(advisor: Jody Eme))
were selected as the 2013 recipients. This is what Zoe had to

~ about her experience

n This summer | explored using GIS data and analysid
to map livelihood vulnerability to mineral mining in the
Department of Madre de Dios, located in the lowland forest (
southern Peru bordering Brazil and Bolivia. The relatively
recent boom in mineral extraction activities in Peru has
caused significant human impacts including tensions betwes
local land use rights and those of the state, diminishing
access to natural resources because they are being diverted
for use in extraction activities, and environmental
degradation. Environmental degradation associated with
mineral extraction activities, such as deforestation, acid mind
drainage, and chemical contamination of local natural
resources, affect local health and livelihood activities.
Vulnerability depends not only on exposure to hazard, but 01

geography news
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Summer in Seattle: Geography Undergrad
Lucas Earl Reflects on His Summer

Internship with NOAA

Thi i Earll BA, 614 i
Zoe ® Iggﬁgﬁélmgceéaﬁ?fz%ch%erspWe%csAd irﬁsﬁh%o% (nN%)ﬁA;] (I’ H

anfunding provided byThe Mosakowski Institute for Public Enterprise
and the George Perkins Marsh Institute He interned in their

an

0 fisheries sustainability and neashore ecology in the northeast

Conservation Biology division, which dealt mostly with issues of

NiRorthwest Fisheries Science Center in Seattle, Washington, thanks to

Pacific and Puget Sound region. One of the field projects Lucas

ay

" worked on involved measuring ecosystem productivity in a number of

Puget Sound watersheds, comparing those that were heavily
urbanized with those that were not. Another was more GIS focused,
concerning potential future exposure and sensitivity of a number of

marine species to climate change. Overall, he found it a very

enjoyable experience and would recommend it to anyone who has an

interest in conservation biology and/or wants a chance to
spend the summer in Seattle!
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http://www.necn.com/08/01/13/Officials-hope-new-initiative-will-help-/landing.html?blockID=848253
http://www.clarku.edu/departments/hero/
http://www.clarku.edu/research/mosakowskiinstitute/
http://www.clarku.edu/departments/marsh/index.cfm

